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BASSENDEAN AND ASHFIELD INFRASTRUCTURE 
Grievance 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean - Parliamentary Secretary) [9.23 am]:  My grievance today is to the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and involves three basic elements concerning the provision of 
infrastructure in my electorate, particularly around Bassendean and Ashfield.  One element is the provision of a 
dual-use cycle path between the Bayswater and Bassendean train stations.  I am glad the Treasurer is in the 
chamber because he can hear this message.  I was very disappointed that no provision was made in the 2005-06 
budget for funding that cycleway.  I was expecting funding for it, and was very disappointed at the lack of 
funding.  
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Which one is this?   
Mr M.P. WHITELY:  The cycleway between Bayswater and Bassendean train stations.  The second element 
concerns the opening up of the river foreshore in Bassendean, the subject of a grievance I made about a year ago.  
In the third aspect of my grievance I am seeking an update on the transit oriented development process, 
particularly as it affects redevelopment and opportunities for urban renewal in Ashfield.  

I refer first to the cycleway.  As I said, I was disappointed when I discovered that there was no funding in the last 
budget for the cycleway between Bayswater and Bassendean train stations.  Bassendean is approximately 11 
kilometres from the central business district.  It provides a great opportunity for people to commute by cycling 
from Bassendean and even further out from Guildford into the central business district. 
Ms J.A. Radisich:  Guildford is not so far out.  
Mr M.P. WHITELY:  It is further out than Bassendean.  It is ideally suited to fairly fast commuting by cycling 
because the terrain is flat.  It is an area of interest among many of my constituents.  Almost to their detriment 
sometimes, Bassendean people do not whinge much; they are very happy with life.  Nonetheless, I have noticed 
a degree of disappointment in the community because that project has not been funded.  Guildford Road is too 
busy and therefore too dangerous to cycle on.  As I said, I was expecting funding for that stage of the cycleway 
in the last budget and I was disappointed when there was none.  I felt a bit like a child at Christmas who had 
asked for a bicycle and got socks and underpants!  I look forward optimistically to funding in the next budget for 
that section of cycle pathway.  

The second element of my grievance relates to access to the river foreshore in Bassendean.  As the minister will 
remember, I raised this in a grievance last year.  I am seeking information about its progress.  I am a little 
concerned that it has not progressed as fast as it could have done.  The minister may remember that the catalyst 
for my call to open up the river foreshore was a motion passed by the Town of Bassendean early in 2005 to write 
a letter to the Department for Planning and Infrastructure highlighting its vision to have a dual-use pathway by 
2030 along the full river foreshore through Bassendean.  It is fair to say that the Town of Bassendean has done a 
fair degree of backing away from that decision.  Ever since I have been trying to make it a reality, someone in 
the council has decided it was not such a good idea after all; nonetheless, I have not backed away from that 
vision.  I understand that the Town of Bassendean’s initial vision of a cycleway with public access the full length 
of the river foreshore is not a possibility because, topographically, some areas prohibit that.  However, some 
stages are doable.  A good option would be to buy the existing private landholdings, of which there are only 
about four between Guildford Road Bridge and Point Reserve.  That would present a significant parkway.  The 
area is already mainly in public ownership and would provide great amenity for the people in Bassendean and 
Success Hill.  There is also potential to extend public access around Pickering Park and Sandy Beach Reserve.  It 
is important that we provide definite plans of our intentions in the long term to deliver certainty to the private 
landholders who live in the area.  I believe that river access for the majority of them will not be affected because 
it is not feasible to use their land.  The first stage should be to identify Road Bridge to Point Reserve as a 
priority.  I have already annoyed some of my local strongest Labor supporters who occupy some of those four 
private landholdings.  I say to the minister that we should take this initiative because public access to waterways 
is a great feature of Western Australia, and the people of Bassendean should not be denied that.  Let us sort out 
those areas that are doable - I have identified Guildford Road Bridge to Point Reserve - as soon as we can.  We 
should also identify the parts that are not doable and give certainty to the affected landholders.  

The third aspect to my grievance is the Ashfield renewal process, which is part of the broader transport oriented 
design project between Maylands and Guildford.  There is a great sense of optimism developing in Ashfield, and 
I am asking today for a little more information on how that has progressed since we last discussed it.  The Town 
of Bassendean has set up a stakeholder reference group, and it is very enthusiastic about the development.  All 
sorts of other great things are happening in Ashfield.  The new local primary school principal is doing a great job 
and there is a great sense of enthusiasm and optimism in that suburb.  I would like a little more concrete 
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information about the direction of that process, how it will be done and, perhaps, when.  If the minister can 
provide that information on those three aspects, I would be greatly appreciative. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.30 am]:  I thank the 
member for his grievance.  He has been a very creative member and I have certainly enjoyed going into his 
electorate with him and having a look at the issues and opportunities there.  However, I am concerned that the 
member may have set me up a bit.  Last Sunday I was cycling around Tranby on Swan and I was approached by 
a number of punters who asked me when I would be buying up the rest of the river foreshore so that they could 
ride their bikes.  I asked them whether Martin Whitely had set them up to ask me!  They replied that he was a 
fantastic local member, but on this occasion that was not the case.  I can assure the member for Bassendean that I 
have of late had first-hand experience of the desire of punters in the eastern corridor to have the river foreshore 
opened up and extended.  The government certainly wants to do that.  The foreshore is acquired using the 
metropolitan region improvement fund, a great fund that was set up some 50 years ago.  We have now acquired 
around 80 per cent of the Swan and Canning river foreshores using that fund.  We were a bit cautious in our 
acquisitions over the past year because a major case was being heard concerning Mt Lawley.  Had the decision 
gone against the government, it would have changed quite markedly the price of land acquisition, so we had to 
be a bit cautious about expenditure.  That has now been resolved in the government’s favour, and we have this 
year budgeted to approach landowners from Guildford Road Bridge south to Point Reserve, which is the area 
that the member for Bassendean and the local authority want to set as a priority.  There are around five properties 
in private ownership.  The government is not proposing to acquire all the property; it is just a strip along the 
foreshore.  The government expects that process to start within the next few weeks.  The government is very 
focused on the fact that this is a key issue for the local community.  We have done this around Perth.  Public 
ownership of the foreshores of our major rivers is an important principle in the Australian psyche.  The second 
phase is planned for the lower section, from Sandy Beach Reserve to Villiers Street, followed by the mid section 
between Anstey Road and Deakin Street, inclusive of Pickering Park. 

There is concern that the remaining section between Villiers Street and Deakin Street may not be acquirable.  
The reason is that there are some very old land titles there and homes that are built very close to the foreshore 
with very steep embankments, which are unfortunately heavily eroded in many instances.  There is a section of a 
very historic part of Bassendean on which the government may not be able sensibly to acquire a reserve.  We 
have devised a cyclepath that can loop out onto North Road and loop back, so there can still be a continuous 
cycling experience.  I can assure the member for Bassendean that his pleas have been heard, and that area will be 
the next cab off the rank in the Western Australian Planning Commission’s land acquisition process. 

As someone who rides along the cyclepath to Bayswater - doing the “Tour de Bayswater” - I am well aware of 
the need for the path to Bassendean.  The government has not been able to fund the project to the extent that the 
member for Bayswater had hoped, due to other current priorities.  The government is looking at land 
development funding for part of the area from Bassendean to Tonkin Highway.  The government is currently 
working on a project with the Public Transport Authority that will help to fund that.  The government will 
certainly include cyclepath funding in its submission for next year, and will make sure that this project is part of 
that submission.  I agree that the path is ideally suited to recreational cycling, but it can also help cycling to 
become an alternative form of transport.  I know that that cyclepath is used by many of the lycra brigade as they 
do precisely that, zooming past at very high speeds. 
Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That is what I love about Liberal Party members; only they are allowed to own 
property.  The rest of us are supposed to be renters. 
The final issue that the member has raised is the transit oriented development - 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Madam Deputy Speaker, I wonder if you would call the opposition members to 
order.  This is an important grievance. 
I can assure the member for Bassendean that the planning for both Bassendean and Ashfield is well under way, 
and I will be inviting the member to a meeting towards the end of September with the local authorities to present 
to them a draft concept plan for taking forward the rejuvenation of both Bassendean and Ashfield.  I congratulate 
the council for the initiative it has taken in Bassendean.  Ashfield will need to rely more heavily on government 
initiative, but we are working with the Department of Education and Training.  It will be a fantastic urban 
renewal for a very worthy community. 
 


